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Development Fund for Immigration Issues

Heiti verkefnis: Nam fyrir 6skélagengna erlenda nemendur.
Nafn styrkpega: Verkmenntaskolinn a Akureyri

Utdrattur: Undanfarin ar hefur fidlbreytileiki innflytjenda i ndmi i VMA aukist. | peim hépi
eru nemendur sem hafa brotna eda mjog takmarkada skdlagongu ad baki og eru jafnvel
hvorki laesir né skrifandi a eigin modurmal. bessir nemendur prifast illa i almennu skélakerfi
og purfa talsvert meiri studning en hinn almenni erlendi nemandi. Likur & brottfalli pessara
nemenda eru pvi enn meiri en ella. Mat og kennsla 6leesra ungmenna og fullordinna er
skammt a veg komin i Evrépu og pvi var minna um fyrirmyndir en gert var rad fyrir. bvi fér
mjog mikill timi i rannséknarvinnu og heimildaleit eftir einhverju sem gagnadist og heefdi
pbessum nemendum. Leitad var til sérfreedinga i lestrarkennslu sem og i reynslu
samstarfsskola patttakenda i Svipj6d og Hollandi. Su leit beindi okkur & brautir ,,LASLLIAM“
sem er nyleg vidbot vid Evrépska tungumalarammann, midud ad porfum fullordinna
innflytienda med litla eda enga skdlagongu og/eda glima vid dlaesi. Vid ryndum i
skélahegdun pessara nemenda. Til ad maeta Slikum porfum nemendanna bjuggum vid til
sérsnidinn afanga i skélafaerni. Hér er nemandanum meaett par sem hann er staddur, a
hvada skdlastigi sem pad kann ad vera, og hann adstodadur vid ad na peirri faerni sem parf
til ad stunda almennt ndm i skélanum. Afanginn er blanda af namstaekni og namsfzerni,
islensku (lestri, skrift og tali) og upplysingateekni. bar sem steersti markhépurinn hja okkur
nuna er arabiskumaelandi var dhersla l6gd & ad bua til namsefni fyrir arabiskumeelandi
nemendur. Jafnframt voru gerdar kennsluleidbeiningar fyrir kennara sem kaemi ad kennslu
pbessara nemenda, byggdar & hugmyndafreedi ,language coaching®. Ad lokum var akvedid
a0 efla endurmenntun kennara i malaflokknum og Hermina Gunnpdrsdottir, préfessor vid
Haskolann & Akureyri og sérfreedingur i fjolmenningu og skolastarfi, var fengin tilad vinna
med kennurum.

Name of the project: Education for uneducated foreign students
Name of grantee: Verkmenntaskélinn a Akureyri

Project description: In recent years, the diversity of immigrants studying at VMA has
increased. In that group are students who have had a broken or very limited schooling and
who can neither read nor write in their mother tongue. These students do not thrive in the
general school system and need considerably more support than the average foreign



student. The probability of these students dropping out is therefore even higher than
otherwise. The assessment and teaching of illiterate youth and adults is still
underdeveloped in Europe, so there were fewer role models than expected. Therefore, a lot
of time was spent doing research work and looking for something that would be useful and
suitable for these students. Experts were sought in literacy teaching as well as in the
experiences of the participating partner schools in Sweden and the Netherlands. That
search led us to the paths of "LASLLIAM", a recent addition to the European Framework of
Languages, aimed at the needs of immigrant adults with little or no schooling and/or
struggling with illiteracy. We observed the students behavior. To meet their different needs,
we created a moodle for general school skills. Here, the students needs are met, at
whatever school level it may be, and is helped to achieve the skills needed to pursue
further studies. The moodle is a combination of learning methods and skills, Icelandic
(reading, writing and speaking) and IT. Since our biggest target group now is Arabic
speakers, we focused on creating study materials for Arabic-speaking students.
Furthermore, teaching guidelines were written for teachers who will teach these students,
based on the concept of "language coaching". In the end, it was decided to strengthen the
education of teachers in these matters, and Hermina Gunnthdrsdaéttir, a professor at the
University of Akureyri and an expert in multiculturalism and education, was brought in to
work with our teachers.



