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Utdrattur: bessi rannsékn er upphaf gagnryninnar ordraedu um kynpétt, kynpattafordéma
og ,hvitleika“ (e. Whiteness) i islensku menntarymi. bratt fyrir ad islenskir skélar vinni um
pessar mundir, med mikilveeg hugtok eins og fjdlbreytni, fjdlmenningu og inngildingu vantar
rannséknir og skilning & stofnanabundnum kynpattafordémum i menntun. i pessari
grunnrannsokn stefnum vid ad pvi ad skilja undirliggjandi forsendur, hlutdraegni og virkni
valds sem métar menntastefnu, skélamenningu og frasagnir hagsmunaadila. Pad gerum
vid med pvi ad skoda adalnamskrar grunn- og framhaldsskoéla. Greining okkar er byggd a
gagnrynni kynpattakenningu (e. Critical Race Theory), sem gerir okkur kleift ad ogra
kynpattaforddomum i daglegu lifi. b6 ad talad sé um jafnrétti og lydraedi sjaum vid ad
namskrar eru 6ljoésar pegar kemur ad pvi ad tilgreina kynpattaforddbma sem vandamal. bad
er lika dahyggjuefni ad pad ad fordast hvers kyns ordraeedu um kynpattaforddéma bendir til
pess ad ,,upplifun hvitra®“ sé edlileg og vidheldur hugmyndinni um norraena afrekshyggju (e.
Nordic exceptionalism). [ peim tilfellum par sem kynpattur er nefndur er hann ekki
skilgreindur heldur notadur yfirbordskennt, sem gefur til kynna ad kynpattur sé hluti af
menningu minnihlutahépa, en ekki hvitra. betta er einkenni litblinds rasisma sem getur leitt
til kynpattafordoma. Nidurstodur pessarar rannséknar eru fyrstu skref til ad skilja hvernig
stefnu skuldbindingar eru ttlkadar. islensk sjalfsmynd er natengd imyndinni um norreena
afrekshyggju sem undanskilur norraenar pjédir fra nylenduhyggju og par med
kynpattaforddmum. bPad er innan pess ramma sem vid munum halda afram ad greina
ordreedu kynpattar og kynpattafordéma i 6likum pattum islensks skélastarfs.
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Abstract: This research is the beginning of a critical discourse on race, racism and
Whiteness in Icelandic educational spaces. Although Icelandic schools currently work with
important concepts such as diversity, multiculturalism, and inclusion, the absence of and
understanding of institutional racism is under researched. In this baselines study, we aim
to understand the underlying assumptions, biases, and power dynamics that shape the
educational policy, school culture, and stakeholders’ narratives. We do this by examining



the national curricula of compulsory and upper secondary schools. Our analysis is framed
by Critical Race Theory, which allows us to challenge the normality of racism in everyday
life. While talk of equality and democracy is a thread running throughout, we find that the
curricula are ambiguous when it comes to specifying racism as a problem. It is also
concerning that the avoidance of any discourse on racism suggests the ‘White experience’
as normal as well as perpetuates the notion of Nordic exceptionalism. Ininstances where
race is mentioned, it is not defined but rather used ostensibly, indicating that race is part of
the culture of ethnic minority individuals, not Whites. This is a feature of colourblind racism
that without action leads to racist consequences. The results of this study are initial steps
to understand how policy commitments are interpreted. The Icelandic identity is tied to a
perceived Nordic exceptionalism that places Nordic nations outside of colonial histories
and thus, structures of racism. It is within this framework that we will continue to analyse
the discourse of race and racism in different aspects of Icelandic schooling.



