Prounarsjoour innflytjendamala
Development Fund for Immigration Issues

Heiti verkefnis: Lyoradispatttaka innflytjenda

Nafn styrkpega: Magnea Marin6sdottir, stjdornmalafredingur og sérfredingur i jafnréttismalum
(MM R&o0gjof) 1 samstarfi vid Johannes Guodlaugsson sem heldur utan um
menningarsendiherraverkefnid sem starfraekt hefur verid med studningi fra Sudurmidstod
Reykjavikurborgar sidan arid 2021 og Sigurlaugu Onnu Joéhannsdéttur, sérfreeding 4 mannréttinda-
og lydradisskrifstofu borgarinnar.

Utdrattur: Markmid verkefnisins var ad vega upp 4 moti asteedum pess ad lydradisleg patttaka
innflytjenda er takmorkud eins og fjallad var um 1 Kveikspettinum 26 000 raddir sem ekki heyrast.
Leidirnar til ad skapa forsendur patttoku voru freedsla mismunandi kjarnahopa folks af erlendum
uppruna um réttindi sin, stjornmalakerfio, p.m.t. heimsokn til Alpingis, kosningar og adrar leidir
til dhrifa; jafningafredsla 4 vegum kjarnahdopa sem midludu fredslunni afram 4 eigin modurmali
til samlanda sinna eda hdpa sem tala sama tungumal; fundur med borgarstjora og forménnum rada
a vegum Reykjavikurborgar par sem kjarnahoparnir 16gou fram akall um adgerdir i malum sem
peim eru hugleikin; herferd i addraganda Alpingiskosninganna sem for fram 4 samfélagsmidlum i
samstarfi vid RUV & ensku par sem folk var hvatt til ad nyta kosningaréttinn sinn m.a. i
myndbondum 4 nifu mismunandi tungumalum og 4 opnum fundi med fulltrum 9 af peim 11
stjornmalaflokkum sem voru i frambodi i fullum sal af folki i Ver6ld — husi Vigdisar. Par fengu
raddir folks ad heyrast og vidtol tekin vid islenska rikisborgara fra Filippseyjum (RUV 4 ensku)
og fra Gana og Kosovo (Heimildin).

Nidurstada verkefnisins er ad aukin lydradisleg patttaka folks af erlendum uppruna kallar a
fraedslu sem um leid felur 1 sér bod til folks um ad taka patt eins og hver annar Islendingur. Fzst
vita sem demi ad pau hafa badi kosningarétt og kjorgengi i sveitarstjornarkosningum eftir
samfellda 3 ara busetu 4 landinu. Pad er pvi porf fyrir midlegan adgang ad einfoldum
upplysingum um borgaraleg og stjornmalaleg réttindi innflytjenda 4 mismunandi tungumalum sbr.
a island.is til ad na til sem flestra. Pad er lika mikilvaegt ad veita studning til félaga, hopa eda
samtaka folks af erlendum uppruna til ad vera med jatningjafraedslu og skapa vettvang fyrir folk
til ad reeda malin og afstodu sina til peirra m.a. vid fulltria stjérnmalaflokka i stad pess ad vera
eingongu vidtakendur upplysinga. Ad lokum skiptir mali ad bjoda folki af erlendum uppruna
velkomid til patttoku i pdlitisku starfi, m.a. innan stjérnmalaflokka, med pvi ad halda sérstaka
fundi & erlendum tungumalum sbr. enskumalandi radid i Vik 1 Myrdal, hafa reglulega opid hus
og freedslu & Alpingi og fleira til pess ad senda skilabodin: Vertu velkomin(n)! Komdu og vertu
med!

Project Title: Democratic Engagement of Immigrants

Name of Grantee: Magnea Marindsdottir, political scientist and equality expert (MM Consulting)
in collaboration with Johannes Gudlaugsson who manages the support of the City of Reykjavik to
the community of cultural ambassadors and Sigurlaug Anna Jéhannsdéttir, democracy advisor at
the Human Rights and Democracy Office of the City of Reykjavik.



Abstract: The aim of the project was to counterbalance the stated reasons for limited democratic
engagement of immigrants discussed in the TV programme Kveikur, 26 000 voices that go
unheard.

The means towards the end was to create the conditions for democratic engagement by sharing
information with the participants in the project about the civic and democratic rights of immigrants,
the political system including a visit to the House of Parliament to learn about its history and the
function of the legislative, voting and others means to influence issues; hosting of peer-to-peer
sessions where the different group of participants shared their knowledge with their peers in their
native language; meeting with the Mayor of Reykjavik and committee chairs to discuss matters of
concern for the group; campaigning ahead of the Parliamentary elections on social media in
collaboration with the English programme of RUV, the Icelandic National Broadcasting Service,
calling on fellow immigrants to exercie their right to vote and creating access to the representatives
of the political parties running for elections by hosting an open meeting, thereby creating an
opportunity for immigrants to raise their voices and have a dialogue including media interviews
with three Icelandic citizens from the Philippines, Ghana and Kosovo

The conclusion of the project is that information sharing is essential as a point of departure for the
democratic engagement of immigrants, not least because it also signals an invitation to take part.
Few immigrants know for instance that they both have the right to vote and run for municipal
election after residing in Iceland for three consecutive years. Subsequently, there is a need for
creating a centralised access point to share user-friendly information about the civic and political
rights of immigrants in different languages. Such a point could be the site of island.is as to ensure
an universal outreach. It is also important to encourage the active engagement of immigrants in
addition to more passive information sharing by supporting associations or groups to conduct peer
to peer sessions and create a venue to look into issues, formulate a position on them, discuss with
political representatives, etc. Lastly, it is important to invite immigrants to take part in political
work including of the political parties, host meetings in foreign languages, the English Council in
Vik in Myrdal being a case in point, invite immigrants to visit the House of Parliament on regular
basis for educational purposes and more to send the message: Welcome! Join us and take part!


https://www.ruv.is/frettir/innlent/2023-09-12-26000-raddir-sem-ekki-heyrast-422489
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=122100063788598909&id=61567967279424&rdid=L8tRDn1VrCb7ohOH
https://www.facebook.com/Reykjavik/posts/1014783870693127

